A meaningful clinical experience in home healthcare for associate degree graduate nurses.
Associate degree nursing (ADN) students need exposure to community-based clinical settings to prepare them for changing practice environments. In response to that need, a discrete, clinically-focused, home healthcare course was developed and offered to recent ADN graduate nurses. Emphasis was placed on active participation of the client and family in care giving activities. Students were involved in teaching and demonstration, coordination of resources, and relevant referrals. Appropriate documentation with a focus on Medicare reimbursement issues was included.